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Beat the Drum
Learning a new craft, skill or game is a great way to practice literacy. We practice reading when 
we follow directions. We practice communicating with others when we try a new activity together. 
Using the directions below, try to build a Iroquoian Water Drum!

Place tin can on a table with the open 
end facing up. (The table may get wet!)

Tin can Water Balloon Decorative 
material

Rubber 
band

Stick Scissors

Step 1

• �Tin can (like a
coffee can) with
the top removed

• �Balloon or other
stretchy fabric

• A rubber band

• Water

• �A stick about 15
centimetres long

• �Decorative materials 
(optional)

Looking for more 
information on First 
Nations culture in 
Canada? With your 
family, check out:  
www.native-drums.ca.

What You’ll Need:  

Take it Further:

Pour about 2.5 centimetres of water 
into the bottom of the tin can.

Decorate the can!

Stretch the balloon over the open 
top of the tin can and secure it 
with the elastic band.

Now you have built an Iroquoian Water Drum! 
Try drumming a few songs with your family! 

Step 2

Step 4

Step 3




