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Exploring Static Electricity

Words You Need To Know First

Did you ever feel a ZAP when you touched something? 
That little shock is called static electricity.

Atom:	� You can’t see atoms with 
your eyes, but they make up 
everything in the universe. 

Electron:	 A tiny part of an atom.

Electricity:	� Electricity is the flow of electrons from one place 
to another.

Static Electricity:	� When something has too many electrons, the 
electrons can jump to another object. When the 
electrons jump, this releases electricity and ZAP! 
You get a shock.

Follow the steps of an experiment and watch what happens.  
What you see are called your observations.

Clean, dry hair

A dry comb

A faucet with running 
water

What You’ll Need:  

Do all 
experiments 
with an adult 
to help you. 
They can 
make sure the 
experiment is 
safe.

Atom
Electron

Experiment

Turn on the water faucet so you have a 
small trickle coming out.

Step 1

Comb your dry, clean hair 15 to 20 times. 
Step 2
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Hold the comb near the water.   
Be careful not to touch the stream.

What do you see?  What happens?

Step 3

Write down your observations. That’s one way to record what happens.
Step 4

What I saw:

Try changing some of the parts of the experiment.  What happens if you use colder water?  
What happens if you use a bigger comb? What happens if you comb your hair 40 times?   
What do you observe?

Try other experiments at home. Ask questions about how things work.  
Together, make a list of questions. Create an experiment and learn something new!

Take It Further

Another way to record what you see is to draw a picture or take a photo. Draw inside the 
rectangle what you saw happen during the experiment.

If you have a camera, take a photo!




