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Module 13: Pedros Perritos

Welcome to Family Literacy First, a program created to bring together
parents and children to have fun while learning as a family. Developed by
ABC Life Literacy Canada with the understanding that parents are a child’s
first and most important teacher, each Module takes the entire family on
an exciting journey to learning.

This Numbers & Cents module introduces family financial literacy with
activities for the whole family to enjoy together.
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Story
Pedro’s Perritos

There are so many stray puppies in my abuelo’s old neighbourhood in Santiago de Cuba.
My abuelo, or grandfather as we say in Canada, shows me pictures of dogs and puppies
moving in packs on the streets. They are all different sizes and colours. Some are puppies,
but most are just starving. Abuelo says the dogs huddle together in parks to stay warm at
night. He says they are the first to know if the weather will change. The dogs will bark in the
streets to warn all the people of storms or earthquakes.
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“Why are there so many on the streets?” | ask. “That's so sad!”

“Ay, nifio,” abuelo says. (My abuelo sometimes calls me his boy, or nifio.) “This is precisely
why you are going to help me bring them to Canada and find a home for each of them!”

First, we connect with the organization that takes in stray dogs in Santiago. It is called
“Perritos.” This means “Puppies” in Spanish. Perritos is run by an old friend of abuelo’s who
has the same name as me: Pedro.

Module 13: Pedro’s Perritos FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca
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Then, we send out emails and put messages on

social media sites. This is where abuelo needs
my help. He said he doesn’t know how to use a
computer as well as | do. We get 4000 people to
sign up to help in under a week!

Then, we put up posters about the work we do
around the city: in libraries, at pet stores, and at
public dog parks. Abuelo writes the words and |
paint the pictures.

§‘
It takes a lot of work but in four months, we get %%
the first family of street puppies from Santiago
adopted to a group of families in Toronto.

Abuelo says “Congratulations Pedro! Hard work
pays offl | am making you the co-president of
the Toronto location. You will receive a monthly
salary of $200 for 3 hours of work each week.”

We shake hands and he gives me a button to wear on my shirt. It says “Co-President.”

I love helping the dogs and | love earning my first salary. Even more, | love saving it. Abuelo
says if | save the money now, I'll have more to spend on something important later. | go
with abuelo to open a savings account at the bank. Mr. 1td, an employee at the bank, asks
me: “What are you going to do with all this money, little man?” | tell him that | plan on saving
all of it and adopting my own puppy from Santiago one day.

“Whoa, how much does it cost to adopt a pup from Santiago, dude?” Mr. It says.

Abuelo says it takes more than $3000 per adoption. We need to save for food, shots,
accessories, and a puppy license. We also have to cover medical bills, government
agreements, and the airplane ticket. | giggle thinking about my own pup, who | am going to
name Nifo, flying First Class to Toronto.

“Not to worry, Mr. Co-President,” Mr. It says. “Your savings account is earning interest.
Take a look!”

Module 13: Pedro’s Perritos FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca
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Mr. 1td shows me on the computer: “If you put $100 into your savings account, each month
you receive 2% interest added to that $100. 2% looks like this: 0.02. If you multiply 0.02 by
$100, how much do you get?”

| calculate:

$100 x 0.02 = $2.00

100.00 (3 decimals) $100.00
x 0.02 (2 decimals) + $&OO

2.0000 (4 decimals) $102.00

“Great!” says Mr. 1td. “Now if you add that two dollars to your $100, you get $102. It's like a
little bonus for each month you save.”

Mr. Itd says: “You can take out that money at any time and leave the rest in your savings to
grow interest. You are your own money manager.”

| do just that. | put my money in a savings account. When summer vacation finally arrives,

| go with abuelo to the bank to take out $30. | donate $10 to the Perrito fund, to help more
puppies find homes. | buy a paint set with $5 so | can continue making posters. With the
$15 left over, | treat abuelo and myself to a pizza and ice-cream. After all, we make a good
team.
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Glossary (Definitions of Story Words)

Bank:

Bonus:
Cent:

Income:

Interest:

Money
manager:

Percent:

Salary:

Saving:

Savings
account:

A bank is a place that looks after people’s money for them. After all, we can't keep our
money in our jars and under our mattresses forever!

A bonus is an added reward for good saving or spending habits.
1 cent is the smallest value of money. 100 cents is equal to 1 dollar.

Throughout your life, you'll have money coming in and going out. Money that comes
in is called income. Most people get income from a job, but it can also come from
gifts, from allowance, or by doing chores.

When you put money in the bank, you can collect interest. The interest rate is a
percentage of the total amount you have. You calculate the interest by changing
the percentage to a decimal, then multiplying it by the amount:

2% =0.02

0.02 X100 =2.00

A money manager decides how to keep track of their own money. This means
knowing how much you have, and deciding how much you want to spend or save. It
also means making goals for yourself like spending goals or saving goals.

A percent is one part of every 100. For example: 1/100 = 1%. The symbol for
percent is %. If you want to turn a percent into a decimal, divide it by 100.
1%=1+100=0.01.

A salary is an amount of money that an employee earns each year.

Saving means not spending your money straight away, but putting it away so
you can spend it later.

A savings account at a bank is where your money is kept safe until you need it, or
until you have enough to buy what you want. Money that is in this account will earn
interest and grow. You can take money out of your savings account at any time.

Elements of a Story

Elements of
a story:

Character:
Conflict:
Plot:
Setting:

Theme:

The pieces of a story that come together to make it complete.
Story elements include character, setting and plot.

The people or animals in the story.

The problem in the story that needs to be addressed or fixed.
What happens in the story.

Where and when the story takes place.

A story’s main idea.

Module 13: Pedro’s Perritos FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca



= Numbers Family)
:_L]Byccd & Cents @) IL:liEtsetracy

Activity 1
What do we do with money?

A. Why might you put money in a savings account? Write your answers below:

2.

What are some other things you could do with money?

1.

3.

B. What does it mean to give to charity? Does it mean donating money, or can you also donate your
time? Think of charitable causes that you really care about. Do you want to help the Earth?
You don't need to donate money; you can just make sure you turn off the lights or stop buying
bottled water.

4 ,
) If I don't have much money, what A
Charitable cause How much $ can | donate?
can | do to help out?
Animal shelter $10/month * Volunteer to walk dogs
+ Make posters to let people know about
animals to adopt
Helping the Earth $0/month + Turn off the lights when not in use
+ Stop buying bottled water
. J
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@ Take it further

You can save at home too! It's a great way to save together with your family members.
Part of the beauty is you get to see what you're actually filling the jars with.

1. Take three clean and clear jars. 2. Write and decorate your labels.

N
3. Your three labels should say 4. Now set up a rule for yourself to remind
“Save,” “Spend,” and “Give." you to save. For example, you could say:
<<SAVE>><<SPEND>> <<GIVE>> "Every 5 dollar bill T make goes

into Saving."

"Every two dollar coin, or toonie,
I receive in gift or change goes
into Giving."

5. Tape your labels on your jars and
see how your money grows!

"All my loose change goes into

Spending. "

Module 13: Pedro’s Perritos FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca
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Activity 2
Roadblocks

A. There are so many roadblocks on the way to saving. A roadblock is something that gets in the way
of what you want to do. You could get your needs and wants mixed up. How about the cool new
skateboard, or the French fries snack on the way home from school? Every time you take money
out and spend it, you're cutting into your savings. Try this activity below to help you see what
roadblocks you may find on your way to saving:

What are some of your common roadblocks?

Module 13: Pedro’s Perritos FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca
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B. One way you can overcome your roadblocks to saving is by figuring out the things you really need
versus the things you just want. Try this graph. Colour in how much you “need” each item and
then how much you “want” it.

Needs and wants

______________________________

5 = very, very much!

4 = quite a lot
3 = quite a bit
2 = a little bit

______________________________

1= not that much

coloured markers skateboard

\‘|OW much | need it \How much | want it

Savings goal
@ Take it further $ 8 100%
Make a timeline!
Think of a savings goal and start by getting a
long piece of paper and a marker. Write $0 at
the bottom of the page and $50 (or whatever
goal amount) at the top of the page. Create
checkpoints on the paper for when you reach 50%
25%, 50%, and 75% of your goal. Every time $
you save an amount, draw a line showing
how much was saved. You can even set
rewards for yourself at each checkpoint (or
ask a caregiver to set a small reward for you!)
If you like, make it in the shape of a popsicle $0
and think about a refreshing reward!

75%

25%
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Activity 3
Decimals, percent and interest

A. Decimals can be a tricky concept. The numbers we use everyday are decimal numbers. A decimal
means “a tenth” because every number can be split up into 10 smaller numbers. A decimal
number is used to show a value smaller than one. It looks like a number followed by a decimal
point and another number. The numbers after the decimal point show a value smaller than one.

Example: 45.6 (forty-five point six) is a decimal number.

456 = 40 + 5 + 0.6

The easiest way to think of any percentage is to start with the number 100. That's because a percent
is 1 part of every 100. To turn a percentage into a decimal number, divide it by 100. To turn a decimal
into a percentage, multiply it by 100. Take a look at the 100's Chart below:

0.03

/

3
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100 | ssasa3s3335
& &% %% % % %
& & & % % % % %
& & & % % % % % %
& & & % % % % %
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& & & & % % % % %
& & & % % % % %
& & B % % %
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Now you try it!
Out of 100 | Decimal Percent Colour it
5/100 5+100 0.05X 100
=0.05 =5%

30/100

75/100

50/100

\
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B. Percent and Interest. Here is some play money! Cut them out and draw your own picture
on them - they are yours! Now put them in the “Bank of Caregiver” (see the envelope below)
and see how much interest you can accumulate in a month. It will be “Bank of Caregiver's”
responsibility to automatically add real interest to your fake money!

®808) (@08
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@ Take it further

Do you have any jelly beans or other colourful candies? Candy is a great tool to practice decimals
and percent. Take your candies and put them in a clear bag. Then try filling in the blanks below.

Numbers
&Cents @)

1. Estimate (that means guess!)

a. How many candies are in the bag?

b. How many

2. Open the bag. How many candies are actually in the bag?

Family,
Literacy
First’

Red Yellow
Orange Green
Purple

3. Fractions, decimals, and percents. Create and fill in a chart below.

a Actual number . .

Colour | the bag Fraction Decimal Percent

Red 3 Total number of red candies 3 | TOP number divided by | The decimal number,
Total number of all candies 12 the bottom number multiplied by 100

3+12 =0.25 0.25 X 100 = 25%

Orange

Purple

Yellow

Green

Module 13: Pedro’s Perritos
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Activity 4
Skip counting

Skip counting is another fun way to count your money and see how it grows. For example, if you had
a lot of toonies (the two dollar coins we mentioned) in a jar, no need to count, add or multiply, you
can just skip count. For toonies, you're counting by 2! To do this you will need a handy 100’s Chart
again. Count the coloured numbers and skip the other ones!

Counting by | 100’s Chart Perfect for counting

1111213141516 |17 |18 | 19|20
21122|23(24|25(26|27(28|29|30

31|32|33|34|35|36|37(38|39(40
2 41)|42(43|44(45|46|47|48|49(50

51152|53|54|55(56|57 (58| 59|60
61162|63|64|65(66|67|68|69(70
711\72|73|74|75(76|77 |78 79|80

81182(83|84(85|86|87|88|89(90
91192|93|94|95|96|97 (98 99[]00

1M |12(13|14 (15|16 |17 |18 |19 |20

21122|23(24|25(26|27(28|29|30

31|32(33|34(35|36|37|38|39(40
41)|42(43|44(45|46|47|48|49(50
51|52|53|54|55(56|57(58|59|60
61|62(63|64(65|66|67|68|69(70
71\72|73|74|75(76 |77 (78|79 |80

81|82|83|84|85|86|87(88|89(90
91192(93|94({95|96|97 |98 99|100

1 (121131415 (16 (17 (18 19|20
10 21|22|23(24|25(26|27(28|29|30

31|32(33|34(35|36|37|38|39(40
41)|42(43|44(45|46|47|48|49(50
51152|53|54|55(56|57(58|59|60
61|62|63|64|65(66|67(68|69|70
71\72|73|74|75(76|77 (78|79 |80

81)|82(83|84(85|86|87|88|89(90
91192|93|94|95|96|97 (98 99[]00
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Counting by | 100’s Chart Perfect for counting

21|22(23|24|25|26(27(28|29|30
31|32|33(34(35|36|37(38|39|40
15 41|42|43|44|45|46|47 |48 (49|50
51(52|53|54|55|56|57|58|59(60
61(62|63|64|65|66(67|68|69(70
71(72|73|74|75|76|77|78|79(80

81|82|83(84|85|86|87(88|89|90
91192|93(94(95|96|97 |98 99[]00

21|22(23|24|25|26(27(28|29|30

31|32|33(34(35|36|37(38|39|40
41|42|43|44|45|46|47 |48 (49|50
51(52|53|54|55|56|57|58|59(60
61(62|63|64|65|66(67|68|69(70
71(72|73|74|75|76|77|78|79(80
81|82|83(84|85|86|87(88|89|90

91192|93(94(95|96|97 |98 99[]00

@ Take it further

Make your own 100's chart. You will need a ruler and a pencil and a piece of paper. Draw a square
of 10 cm x 10 cm. Mark each centimetre with your pencil along the lines. Then connect the marks
to create 100 squares. Colour the skip counting patterns in a different colours. Now you try it! Using
your finger, count by 2's, by 5's and by 10’s - all the way up to 100!

Walking around your house, make note of all the countable things you see? How many squares in
the carpet? How many leaves on the plant? How many dimes in the change tray by the door? Count
them by 2's, 5's, or 10s!
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