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Henry’s grandparents come by early in the morning to take him to 

the zoo. Henry is excited. He brings his book of animals with him to 

make sure he doesn’t miss any of his favourites. “I want to see the 

lions,” he says in the car. “Also, the tigers and the polar bears and 

the kangaroos. What are you most excited for, Grandpa?”

“Hmm,” says his grandfather. “The giant pandas.”

“Why do you care about the pandas?” asks Henry as they arrive at 

the zoo and walk by the prairie dogs. “They don’t roar like lions. 

They don’t snarl like tigers. They don’t swim like polar bears, and 

they don’t hop like kangaroos.”

“Well,” says his grandfather, thinking about it. “They came from 

China, just like your grandmother and me.”

“No way!” says Henry as they walk by the parrots.

“It’s true,” says his grandmother. “From the same province, even. 

Almost all the pandas in the world live there.”

“It’s very special that there are pandas at this zoo,” says his 

grandfather. “There aren’t very many pandas even in the wild – 

they’re an endangered species. Having two pandas here is a great 

gift. The giant panda is a national treasure.”

“That means pandas are very precious to the Chinese people,” his 

grandmother explains. “They are a symbol of peace. I’ve never seen 

a real panda before. They’re what I’m most excited to see, too.”

Henry starts to slow down. He drags his feet. He stops looking at 

the other animals. “I think I’m ready to go home,” he says. “Let’s 

skip the rest.”

“But Henry,” says his grandfather. “We haven’t made it to any of 

your favourite animals yet! Don’t you want to see them?”

“I do…” says Henry. “But not the pandas.”

Story: Henry and the Giant Pandas



FamilyLiteracyFirst.ca 2

“Why not?” asks his grandmother.

“You have more in common with them than you do with 

me,” says Henry. “I’ve never been to China. I’m not a national 

treasure. What if you like the pandas more than you like me?”

“Henry!” say his grandparents together. “No way!”

“First,” says his grandmother, “it doesn’t matter that you haven’t 

been to China. You know a lot about it already, and you have 

years and years to learn more. You might even go there some 

day.”

“Second,” says his grandfather, “guess what’s a national 

treasure, no matter what country you’re in? Kids like you. You 

and the pandas have that in common.”

“Third,” says his grandmother, “you’re our grandson. You can 

roar like a lion, growl like a tiger, swim like a polar bear and hop 

like a kangaroo. And you’re even rarer than the giant panda. We 

like you best of all.”

“What do you think,” says his grandfather. “Should we see the 

rest of the animals?”

Henry is quiet for a minute, but then he starts to smile. “OK. 

Let’s go.”

They stop by the lions. Then they see the tigers, the polar bears 

and the kangaroos. Finally, they are in front of the giant pandas. 

They watch the pandas eat bamboo, climb trees and curl up to 

fall asleep.

When Henry gets back home, his parents want to hear all about 

his day at the zoo. “Tell me about the lions and tigers!” says his 

dad. “And about the polar bears and kangaroos!” says his mom. 

“OK,” says Henry. “But first, let me tell you what I learned about 

giant pandas!” 
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A giant woody grass, often 
as tall as a mature tree. 

A large bear-like mammal 
with distinct black and 
white markings.

A label for an animal or plant 
that means there are very 
few left in the world (there 
are about 1600 giant pandas 
left in the world).

Alike or similar to  
(“in common with”).

The pieces of a story that come together to make it complete. 
Story elements include character, setting and plot.

The people or animals in the story.

The problem in the story that needs to be addressed or fixed.

What happens in the story.

Where and when the story takes place.

A story’s main idea.

A territory or area that is part 

of a larger country.

A place that maintains a collection 

of animals, for both public 

enjoyment and scientific study.

Something of very high value.

A person, place or thing that 

is very valuable to a country, 

and often represents the best 

of that country.

Bamboo: Giant panda:  

Endangered species: 

Common:

Elements of a Story:�

Character:

Conflict:

Plot:

Setting:

Theme: 

Province:  

Zoo: 

Precious: 

National treasure:  

Glossary (Definitions of Story Words)

Elements of a Story




